
 
 

 

 

Abstracts of SUSTAIN EU-ASEAN Projects 

Funded under the Call for Research and Implementation 

 

 

Projects 1-2: experts mobility to specific events 

 

Project 3: Waste prevention as strategic approach for resource efficiency – mutual 
learnings from experiences in Vietnam and Germany  

A Joint Activity of the Center for Creativity and Sustainability Study and Consultancy and the 
Wuppertal Institute in the SUSTAIN EU-ASEAN Project  

Abstract  

The project aims at creation of synergies from waste prevention approaches and 
experiences in Vietnam and Germany: Both countries increasingly focus on the avoidance of 
waste generation instead of end-of-pipe waste treatment. In two workshops the project will 
foster the exchange of successful initiatives, drivers and barriers. It will discuss potentials for 
future joint initiatives as well as the implementation of specific research outcomes or waste 
prevention business models.  

The framework conditions still differ significantly (e.g. with regard to waste infrastructure 
quality or the implementation of waste regulations) but apparently waste prevention 
approaches seem to offer surprising linkages and potential synergies:  

• In Europe and Germany the new waste legislation obligates the public authorities to foster 
waste prevention – so far with often limited success due to a focus on consumption patterns 
(e.g. awareness raising campaigns for food waste, promotion of innovative sharing or leasing 
business models) – but without a significant impact on industrial processes or product 
designs that take place or a developed outside of Europe.  

• At the same time the SPIN ASIA project in Vietnam has shown surprising success to 
engage companies for sustainable product innovations that inter alia reduce the generation 
of waste by using more efficient technologies, less resources or recycled contents.  

 

 

 



 
 
 

Project 4: FASUDIR  

 A Joint Activity of HM & NUS  

 Abstract  

 To explore with the feasibility and applicability of creating a spin-off research project in 

Singapore and the ASEAN region based upon the FASUDIR project and also to foster 
cooperation and knowledge transfer between the EU and ASEAN02.2015 – 02.2016"Activity 
1: Physical Meetings  

Between the research partners two physical meetings are planned in order to start the joint 
collaboration. The goals of the physical meetings are to develop a cooperative project 
proposal for a spin-off implementation project based upon the FASUDIR project in 
Singapore. The first physical meeting is going to be scheduled at the beginning of the 
initiating phase. The goal of this meeting is to kick-off the joint activities and plan the 
necessary steps, including communicating the physical requirements for the implementation 
project proposal. This would facilitate the ASEAN partner from Singapore to identify and 
short list potential implementation projects and sites.  

The second meeting is going to be scheduled at the end of the initiating phase and to be held 
in Singapore. In this meeting the proposal draft will be fine-tuned and pending issues should 
be clarified, a detailed preliminary site investigation will be conducted at the selected project 
site, including discussion and presentation to stake holders involved.  

Activity 2: The funding will be used to enable a joint work flow between the partners and to 
foster a periodic communication  

Foreseen Milestones: In the initiating phase three Milestones are planned to be achieved.  

Milestone 1: Final agreement between the research partners about the planned 
implementation project proposal (including questions regarding exact tasks and work load 
expected from each partner, terms and conditions, budgetary requirements, etc.)    

Date: April 2015  

Milestone 2: First draft of Description of Work (DoW) for the project proposal. This will include 
the participating project consortium, a detailed work plan with work package description and 
tasks, the time frame, expected outcomes, etc.)  

Date: September 2015  

Milestone 3: Submission of the final project proposal (final DoW) to the European 
Commission in order to request a funding for the spin-off research of the FASUDIR project in 
Singapore  

 

 



 
 
 

Planned Deliverables:  

•An intermediate deliverable detailing the progress of the cooperation will be submitted in 
June 2015. It will describe the outcomes of the first physical meeting and the achieved 
results in the proposal preparation phase  

•A final deliverable will be submitted in February 2016 summarizing the final outcomes of the 
initiating phase.  

""Benefits of the collaboration are to establish a connection between the Munich University of 
Applied Sciences and the CiBEST (Centre for Integrated Building Energy and Sustainability 
in the Tropics) from NUS. Moreover, benefits are expected from the introduction of the 
research results from the FASUDIR Project in the ASEAN region. The FASUDIR 
Methodology will be further developed and adapted to other climate zones and a different 
cultural environment that will lead to a reduction in CO2 emissions and energy consumption 
of the existing building stock.  Both institutions are going to get a valuable insight into the 
challenges that face the building sector in each state and will get to learn about the methods 
used in each partner state about the developed solutions.  

The collaboration will also strengthen the mutual understanding and relationship between the 
two collaborating partners, and among other partners in EU and ASEAN, including various 
stake holders, thus leading to future cooperation in applied and academic research.      

"To create a joint implementation project that adapts the outcomes of the FASUDIR project 
(Methodology and the IDST) to the requirements and circumstances of the ASEAN Region 
and to get acquainted with the methods and strategies developed by each partner state to 
reduce the energy consumption and CO2 emissions in the buildings sector" 

•Establishing a long-term relationship between the participating project partners in Europe 
and the ASEAN Region  

•Transfer of knowledge in the fields of urban renovation, sustainability and resource 
efficiency between Munich University of Applied Sciences and CiBEST from NUS  

•Proposing a new joint collaboration project to implement the results of FASUDIR in the 
ASEAN Region  

•Adopting and Validating the methods and the integrated decision support tool developed 
under  FASUDIR  research project in a real case study in a urban neighborhood in 
cooperation with the City of Singapore and CiBEST from NUS  

"The expected output and outcomes are to further develop the FASUDIR integrated decision 
support tool and  methodology to meet the needs of  Singapore and other ASEAN Member 
Countries, in order to support the decision maker to chose the most  sustainable method for 
urban district retrofitting projects.Potential user of the adapted FASUDIR IDST and 
Methodology are Municipalities, Energy Supplying Companies, Building Owners and Citizens 
in all ASEAN member Countries. They will benefit from the possibility offered by the project 
results to create sustainable urban neighborhood renovation concepts.  



 
 
 

Project 5: POCACITO and the ASEAN project on Long-term Action Planning for Low 
Emission Development Collaboration project  

A joint activity of Ecologic Institute (Germany) and Clean Air Asia (Philippines)  

Abstract  

The research collaboration between Ecologic Institute’s project POCACITO (Post-Carbon 
Cities of Tomorrow) and Clean Air Asia’s project on Long-term Action Planning for Low 
Emission Development in ASEAN region will enable partners to exchange knowledge 
regarding the challenges and needs of EU and ASEAN member-states at the city-level based 
on the experiences of the two projects. The project partners aim to enhance the knowledge-
sharing through working visits that will lead to the development of recommendations for 
effective action-planning as well as to the reinforcement of long-term partnerships between 
EU and ASEAN research organizations and identification of areas of potential cooperation. 

 

Project 6: Expand the SWAMP network on peatland and wetland research to Europe 

A Joint Activity of the University of Leicester, UK, FAO, Center for International Forestry 

Research (CIFOR) Indonesia, Thünen Institute of Climate-Smart Agriculture, Germany 

CIFOR wants to make use of the offered granting opportunity to expand its networks to 
research partners particularly in Europe. CIFOR already collaborates with many partners in 
Europe but sees scope to expand particularly the SWAMP network by interacting with 
partners in Europe on methods, network building and data exchange, with expected benefits 
to both sides, as tropical and temperate peatland and wetland research complement each 
other and can learn from common problems, developing standardized methods, e.g. for 
faster, cheaper and reliable carbon and biodiversity estimation, and the broader questions of 
assessments of ecosystem services and of livelihoods. 
 

Project 7: Boosting the Value of Weather Radar Technology for Flood Early Warning in 

the Philippines 

A Joint Activity of the University of Potsdam and the University of the Philippines-Diliman in 

the SUSTAIN EU-ASEAN Project 

Abstract 

This project aims at capitalizing on the existing hydro-meteorological monitoring 

infrastructure in order to add value to flood early warning in the Philippines. In particular, we 

will advance research on radar-based rainfall retrieval and nowcasting and its application in 

advancing hydrological simulation environments. For this purpose, we will exchange 

scientists as well as master and PhD students from the Philippines and Germany to achieve 

both scientific and technical progress, and to jointly seek for further funding opportunities in 

order to make this collaboration sustainable. 



 
 
 

Project 8: Policy action in the ASEAN on resource efficiency and raw material 

management through transfer of knowledge and experiences from the European 

Union  

Joint activity of University of Novi Sad, BioSense Center, and UNESCAP, Environment and 

Development Division and other partners.   

Abstract  

The proposed collaboration aims to stimulate policy action in the ASEAN on resource 

efficiency and raw material management through transfer of knowledge and experiences 

from the European Union. Doing this now is more urgent than ever as the ASEAN takes 

concrete steps towards greater economic integration with the initiation of the ASEAN 

Economic Community (AEC) in 2015. Trade and investments have been key drivers of 

environmental performance and trends in the region. Therefore, policymakers in the ASEAN 

need to better understand the implications of greater economic integration for climate and the 

environment and start considering mechanisms and safeguards that need to be in place to 

manage the risk and opportunities from AEC 2015.  

The collaboration will be carried out in the context of preparing the 2015 Transformation for 

Sustainable Development Goals in Asia and the Pacific Regional Report, which is being 

developed by ESCAP and its partners, including UNEP, UNU, and IGES. Resource 

efficiency and productivity transformation is one of the five key transformations being 

investigated. The collaboration aims to produce a policy-oriented paper on resource 

efficiency and raw material management in the ASEAN which will be featured as a special 

section in the 2015 regional report.  

The geographic focus of the collaboration will be the ASEAN region.  The collaboration will 

focus on: i) reviewing resource efficiency and material use trends in the ASEAN region and 

their impacts on the environment and climate; 2) identifying the risks and vulnerabilities to 

which countries are exposed in the context of regional integration; 3) recommending risk 

mitigation strategies and  policies that are critical for inclusion in regional integration 

processes; 4) identifying opportunities for transformations that can turn such resource-related 

challenges into socio-economic benefits, where possible; and 5) formulating 

recommendations for consideration by ASEAN member States. 

 

  



 
 
 

Project 9: Research collaboration to inform national design of Effective, Efficient and 

Equitable benefit sharing mechanisms in the forest sector  

Joint activity of Senckenberg Biodiversity and Climate Research Centre and Center for 
International Forestry Research (CIFOR) 

Abstract  

BiK-Fs project on Governance of Ecosystem Services and CIFOR’s REDD+ Benefit Sharing1 

project have a focus on researching the implementation of incentive based policy instruments 

(PIs) for the sustainable provision of (carbon) ecosystem services. The reduction of 

emissions from deforestation and degradation of forests (REDD+), is a core element of 

international and national climate change mitigation strategies. While REDD+ incentives are 

intended specifically for emissions reduction, the co-benefits of such incentives, such as 

livelihood security and improved forest governance are also important. The CIFOR REDD+ 

benefit sharing project has activities in six tropical forest countries, including the two ASEAN 

countries of Indonesia and Vietnam. Both projects specifically aim to provide policymakers 

and practitioners with policy options and guidance to improve the design, development and 

implementation of incentive based policy instruments that are equitable, efficient and 

effective.   


